- | Vindicated: | 

r bs | 

ARGUMENT 
Shewing that the 


CONVOCATION, 


By their Excuiny into the . 


DOCTRINES 


. Lately Publiſh d by the 5 


Biſhop | of Bangor, 
Have Diſcharg'd their Durr to 


GOD and the CHURCH. 


— 


_— 
7 gent IR 22 eu „ —— — — — — — 
2 4s - o 4 
* 27 2 * A. £4 ab —— — —— — — co cod - _ — 
7 2 —— * 1 E - - * - — « 
0 IS pA 2 * — — — — —— « 


+ ads — 4 13 
. be 


TCA” = a; 
- PD. — 2 


TY hs 
— — 
TER. 


* 
—— — 2 
E * T 
—— bt — — ——— 
Ws F< 
— 2 1 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. Mo xpRE w, near Stationers- 
Hall, 1717. Price 6 d. 


2 
* „ 
# 
ike 
* 
- — 
* 
4 
v - 
. - 
4 
- 92 % 
% 


9 


— — 


* 


2 


. 


11 


* 
% . 
: 
i 
: 
- 8 n 
3 7 ? 
- 
2 1 
„ 
4 
7 
A K 
4 
x 
bs 
- 
— 
1 
x, 
* 
* 
2284 13 
f # 
L - 
. 4. 
# 
* "2 
* ; 
a - 
a 4 
4 
* * 
2 
— 
* 


— 


I — 9 4 
LY 
, 


2 0 - ORG; 


— 


— — 


oY 
AN" i — WY W 
C8 9 V D WW V | 
* 0 „ (=® oY | 
N vil "Wi 2 0 


= =j 


' 
— 


— 


Vindicated, Oe. 1 25 


l Have been till now at quiet, 
Ei tho not an unconcern'd Spec- 
tator of theſe New Quarrels, 
which have, for ſome time, 
been manag'd among our Ec- 
RAYA clefiaſticks. They were at 
ND SEE — . : 
IAEA fit carried on by thoſe Cruel 
— Weapons, the Pen and Ink - 
But after much of that Artillery has been 
ſpent in vain, they now come to be not a Paper 
War only, but a Party War, and may in time be 
of ill Conſequence enough to Embroil the whole 


Kingdom wi. . 
A 2 Had 
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Had the Diſpute gone no farther than the 
Clergy, among whom it began, I ſhould ſtill, at 
hade done for fome time, and as many Wiſe and 
Judicious Men have done from the beginning, 
have look d on it with Indifference. Sometimes 
perhaps I might have had an Opportunity, as it 
| happens to moſt Standers-by, to have abſerv'd, that 
both Sides were miſtaken ; ſometimes both right, 
and ſometimes both wrong; ſometimes this 
right, and that wrong; and Vice Verſa ſometimes, 
that right and this wrong ; ſometimes the Biſhop 
no Doctor, and at other times the Doctor no Biſbop; 
and as a thing of no great Conſequence to the 
Nation, which way ſoever it had gone. 
But when I ſee the Quarrel ſpread, our Parties 
Embark in it, and the HEAT and Frams (to 
borrow the Biſhop's inconſiſtent, and unſignitying 
Expreſſions more Appoſitc here by far than where 
he plac'd them, and where ſcarce any one under- 
ſtood them) I ſay, when I ſee the Quarrel ſpread 
like the Iſraelites Leproſy, and begin to infect the] 
Wall of the Houſe ; and that not only it was 
Pointed as our Parties are one againſt another, 
but was even pointed at Foundations and Con- 
ſtitutions; Then indeed I thought it was time to 
ere rn eedbetn on/as if et 
To Explain my ſelf here, and that I may not 
be obliged, as one of our Authors obſerve the Biſhop 
bas been, to write a Book to explain the meaning 
of three or four Words; I ſay,” to Explain my 
ſelf, I deſire here to ſay expreſly what I mean 
by theſe Expreſſions of our Parties coming into 


this Quarrel. 5 


is LE 
The Diſpute I mention, began firſt by the 
Piſh-- of .- Preaching a Sermon, and Print- 


ing 


(5) 
ing a Book, in which our Doctrines and-Poftions 
were lay d down, which have given Offence to 


other Divines ofthe ſame Communion, and theſe 
0 have Pabliſhed Anſwers to and Expoſtulations 


pw Ht, TSP 


$ with the Biſhop; in the Caſe of | thoſe Do@rines 
t and Poſitions which they do not approve :: Beſides 
ik this, the lower Houſe of Convocation bein U- 


niverſally aggrieved at the Biſhop's ſaid Doc- 
trines and Poſitions, took Cogniſance of them 
in a Judicial way, in order to Cenſure ; and 
having appointed a Committee to Draw up their 
Objections againſt them, the ſaid Committee 
Drew up a Repreſentation to be paſs d as the Act 
of the Lower Houſe in due Form, and then to 
be laid in their Names before the upper Houſe, 
for their Conſideration. This Repreſentation 
being reported by the Committee, it was agreed 
to Nemine Contradicente, and ordered to be En- 


[= tred in the Books of the Convocation, when the 
d Royal Authority interpoſing, a Writ of Proroga- 
ef tion was ſerv d, proroguing the Aſſembly or Con- 
as vocation for about Six Months; Viz, to the 10th 
r of November following. 
— Phe Enemies of the Church had now their End 
to fally anſwer'd,' or at leaſt they pretended ſo ; ta- 
ing upon them to ſay, that the Government had o- 
ot penly declar d in Favour of the Biſhop by the Roy- 
of al Imprimatur, and was Order'd to be Aﬀix'd to 
18 his Sermon, and againſt the Convocation in Pro- 
1 roguing their Seſſion juſt when they were pro- 
in ceeding upon their Repreſentation. 
o ' © There needed no more to fear the Rabble of 


the Churches Adverſaries, than ſuch a Notion as 
this, (viz.) That the Government Countenanc'd 
phe Biſhop ; tho it is true, quite an other Con- 
ſtruction 


ſtruction might be par upon both thoſe Articles 
of the Courts; and in my Opinion ought to be ſo. 
For Example, The ordering the Sermon to be 
Printed, is nothing but what is ordinarily done 
as a Part of Diſtinction and Honour ſhewnto the 
Preacher ; but that does not at all argue that the 
King, in whoſe. Name ſuch an Order is made, 
has therefore fully approv'd of the Sermon it 
felf, much leſs Singly and Perſonally Eſpouſed the 
Dottrines and Poſitions laid down therein, or per- 
haps more than ordinarily conſidered them: On 
the other hand, Proroguing the Convocation at a 
time when they were Entring on a judicial Pro- 
ceſs againſt a Biſhop of the Church, and in order 
to Cenſure the P.frions and Dodctrines he had 
laid down, may be taken for no more than this, 
| ou 2.) That his Majeſty thought fit to let them 
e his diſlike of a Quarrel in general on either 
Side, and a Concern to prevent the ſpreading af 
Publick Contention in the Church, Embroiling 
the Clergy one with another, and by conſequence 
the whole Nation, to the great Injury of the 
Peace, and bringing Religion into contempt; all 
which Things it is well worthy the Royal Con- 
cern to prevent: But at the ſame time it does not 
2 ne that the Soveraign by ſuch a proceeding 
es himſelf a Party in the breach, or enters in- 
— oh reſentment of either Side againſt the Q- 
For. 

As therefore when the Royal Imprimatur was 
added to the Sermon, and the Biſhop was encou- 
taged to Print it, no Man can ſuggeſt the King 
intended to have ſuch Doctrines Publiſh'd among 
his People as were Injurious to Religion: So when 
A ris of Provegation was {ent to the _ of 
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Convocation, no Man can ſuggeſt that his Ma- 
jeſty intended to deny the Clergy of the Church 
the Privilege of Defending her from the Invaſi- 


on of Error, or juſtly cenſuring the Miſtakes 
which might be fatal to Reli 


For theſe Reaſons I think that moſt, if wot al, 


the Reflections which have been made, either -by 
one Side upon theadviſing and Counſelling to have 
the Imprimatur granted, as aforeſaid, to a Ser- 
mon which contain d Docirines and Pofitions which 
might give Offence, or be a Ground of Strife and 
Contention in the Church; or, by the other Side, 
upon the Convocation for preſuming to animad- 
vert upon à Sermon which had been Preached 


in the Royal Audience, and had been Publiſh'd 


by his Majeſty s Special e are equally 
wron 
Z Bur ! it was to no purpoſe to. Repreſent theſe 
Things to the Party-Writers of the Age, whe 
might © julthy be call d a Rabble, as well by their 
Multitude as by the ungovern d Rage with which 
they fell, on this 'occafion, upon the whole Body of 
the Clergy. The Pretence was Specious, and 
drew the People eaſily into the Snare, (viz.) That 
it was an Inſolence in the Convocation to:Queſ- 
tion the Bifhop's Sermon, becauſe it was, at they 
ſaid, Approv d by the King; and that to meddle 
with it after the King's {mpr imatur was Affixt to 
it, was indeed affronting his Majeſty, as if ſuppo- 
ſing it had been true that his Majeſt had ap- 
prov'd the Sermon, which” nevertheleſs J do not 
rant by any means ; that therefore the Convoca- 
tion, who are the Repreſentatives of the Ohurch 
of England, muſt forbear to Examine into, or den- 
ſure any thing-which they might find o be. Erro · 
neous in the {aid Sermon. This 
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This is #7 a high Affront to the King him 
* fel, às if his Majeſty claim'd a Power to Autho- 
riſe Religious Errors, and to Skreen the Offen- 
ders from Eccleſiaſtick Juſtice. - 10 

Szcondly, It is oppoſing the very Doctrines * 
vanced in the Sermon in Queſtion, which denies 
the Soveraign any Power to inflict Rewards or. Pu- 
ziſhments, other than thoſe, that Chriſt himſelf 


has appointed by his own Laws, Cc. Whereas, 
to cenſure or condemn the Clergy for uſing that 


Liberty which is the Divine Privilege of a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel, (viz.) To Reprove in Seaſon 
and out of Seaſon, and to be noReſpetter of. Perſons ; 
I ſay, to Impeach this Chriſtian Liberty, is to 


inflict a Puniſhment in matter of Conſcience, which 


 Chrift has not, according to the Biſh-- f 


Delegates to any Man, or Body of Men upon Earth. 


_ Thirdly, It is moſt Scandalous to the Biſh-- of 


— himſelf, and what I dare ſay his Lordſhip 


wilt diſclaim openly,  (viz.) To ſuggeſt that his 


Ar 


guments ſtand in need of the Protection of 


the Regal Authority to skreen them from an im- 


partial Examination, and from the juſt Cenſure 
in the ordinary courſe of Eccleſiaſtick Juſtice. 
Fuurthiy, It is Injurious to the civil Liberties 


of the People, not as a Church, but as a Nation, 


who after this Rule are under a Neceſſity, if any 


of their Kiugs thiak fit to be poſitive in Error, are 
obliged to call Evil Good, and Good Evil, in 
compliance with the miſinformed Judgment 


of the Soveraign, which in Truth is the worſt 


ſort / of Eraſtianiſm, or rather is worſe than Era 


2 da thouſand fold. 
But, as is obſerved above, it was in vain 0 


ralkithsſ things to the Akon concern d after 
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(LE) 
the Sermon was become a Party-Cauſe ; For 
then no Bounds were obſerved on one Side or 
other; and it will be wonderful to Poſterity, to 
ſee to what height the Reflecttions. on both 
Sides, as well in Print as otherwiſe, were car- 
ricd. | I OT 1 

Firſt, the Report of the Committee of the 
Convocation, is calꝰd Publickly a Libel, becauſe 
not Publiſned by the Prolocutor, or by the Order 
of the Houſe : but that I take no more Notice 
of than juſt to mention it. In the next place, tis 
ſuggeſted, and all this in Print too, That the 
« Publiſhing it ſhould make the Convocation ' 


« obnoxious to the Government, and tended to 


« ſow Diſcord betwixt his Majeſty and his Sub- 
c jects, becauſe the Biſhop's Sermon is -faid to 
cc be Publiſhed by his Majeſty's. Special Com 
c mand Upon this Foundation the following 
Queries are Printed alſo, which fully manifeſt- 
an Impious Deſign to repreſent the Convocation ' 
as Guilty of Undutifulneſs to the King, and to 
reproach the King himſelf, as if his Majeſty 
| would take it into his own Hand to protect the 
Biſhops ERRoRs, if any were found in his Book, 
from being Legally Examined into; A ſuggeſtion 
which-would not only render the Regal Power 
Injurious to Religion, but Tyrannical over, and 
| unjuſt to the Church = 1 
To make this more Evident, I ſhall give the 
Reader ſome of the Paſſages which I find Prin- 


ted on this Occaſion ; not that they are in them- 


ſelves of any weight, or that the Convocation 
need apprehend that a Jaſt Government will put 
ſuch an Injurious Conſtruction upon any of their 
Actions; much leſs that Juſt Princes will make 
5 B any 
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any ſuch unjuſt Claim as the People thus make 
for them: But I refer to the Inferences which I 
ſhall at laſt make of theſe things. For a farther 
Explanation of them in the mean time, let us ſee 
what one of the Writers I have mention'd offers 
in this caſe, as follows : 

| Whether the Publiſhers of the Report did not 


deſign that all the Charges which the ſaid Re- 


port brings againſt the Biſhop's Sermon, ſhould 
be an Impeachment df the King's Wiſdom, Re- 
ligion, and Juſtice ; and a Publick Accuſation 


cot his Majeſty to the People, for authorizing a 


Sermon, which the Report ſays, P. 1. © tends 
to ſubvert all Government and Diſcipline in 
c the Church of Chriſt, and to reduce his King- 


dom to a State of Anarchy and Confuſion. 


© And (P. 4.) to impugn and impeach the Roy- 
© al Supremacy in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, and the 
© Authority of the Legiflature to enforce Qbe- 
© dience in Matters of Religion, by Civil Sanc- 


© tions, Cc. 


Whether the Publiſhers of this Report have 


not done what in them lay, to make the Lower 


Houſe of Convocation publick Detamers of his 
Majeſty ? ty 


Whether the Publiſhers have not given his Ma- 
jeſty's and the Convocation's Enemies, a Handle 
to ſay, That this is an open Declaration to the 
People, by the Lower Houſe, That the Church is 
in Danger by his Majeſty's Adminiſtration ? - 
And fince that ſeditious and groundleſs Clamour 
was one of the principal Incentives to the late 
Rebellion. 
Whether this heavy Charge upon a Sermon 


Publiſhed by his Majeſty's Special Command, is 


not 


(1) 

not like to be made uſe of by the Jacobites, to 
encourage another Rebellion? 5 

Whether the Publiſhers of this Report had 
not a malicious Deſign to bring the Lower Houſe 
under the Danger of a Præmunire? | 

The Reaſon why I ask this Queſtion, is, that 
the Writs of Convocation order Clerks to be e- 
lected ad tractandum, conſeutiendum & concludendunt 
ſuper Præmiſſis & aliis, qua fibi clarius proponentur 


tunc Q ibidem ex parte noſtra ; i. e. That they are 


to treat of, agree and conclude upon the Premi- 


ſes [mentioned in the Writs, or Commiſſion ] 


and other things which ſhall at their Meeting be 
more clearly laid before them, on the part of the 
Crown. 


If it be ſo, tis very malicious in the Publiſhers 


of the Report, to give out, That the Lower 


Houſe would offer, without the King's Conſent, 


to cenſure a Sermon Publiſh'd by his Majeſty's Spe- 
cial Command, ſince no ſuch Power as that, could 


poſſibly be included in their Commiſſion from 
the Crown. 5 

Theſe Reflections have it ſeems been ſent to 
ſeveral Publick Papers to incert, and likewiſe 
been privately Publiſhed, in order to inflame the 
Minds of the People againſt the Convocation ; 
and not againſt this Convocation only, but a- 
gainſt all Convocations, as will appear preſently, 


and againſt the known Privilege of the Church 


throughout all Ages, (viz.) of holding Aſſem- 
blies of her Clergy, to take cognizance of her 
Affairs, and watch over the Intereſt of Religion 

in the Nation. es 
It is here to be obſery'd, that all theſe Queries 
turn upon this one Hinge, (viz.) to ſugge or 
2 the 
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the Convocation have no Right to oppoſe. any 
Doctrines or Poſitions pubhſhed by any Perſon 
_ whatſoever, if they have but the Royal Imprimatur 
annex d to the Publication: Which Opinion, it it 


ſhould be granted, might in time to come make 
the Kings, or Queens, of this Kingdom, be the 
infallible Guides of the Church ; the laſt Reſorr 
in Principles; and in a word the Patrons of Error. 

There needs no other Anſwer to theſe Writers 
whoever they are, than to ask them, If the ſame 
Deference has at any time been paid to, or ex- 
ated by, any:of the Kings and Queens of this 
Kingdom for theſe laſt Ages, ſince Engliſh or 
Brit Liberties have been reſtored ? And whe= 


ther, in particular, did the ſame Men pay the 
ſame Reſpect to her late Majeſty Queen A x N, as 


not to anſwer in print, nay, and that in the moſt 
ſcurrilous manner, Things approv'd of by her 


_ Majeſty 2 Nay, further it might be ask'd, Whe- | 


ther the ſame Bi did, when a Presbyter only 
of the Church of England, not object with as 
much freedom as poſſible againſt . a Sermon 
preached in the Queen's Preſence by the Bi---- 


of Exon, and publiſhed by the ſame Authority. 


But we ſhall ſoon ſee what all this ſtrikes at, 
and what the true meaning of the falling upon 
the Convocation in this manner is; and that the 
ſame Writers do not end here, For after this 
introductory manner of inſulting the Convoca- 
tion for what they ſuggeſt is undutiful to His 


Majeſty, we find them in the next place going 
a Step higher, (viz.) moving very ſtrenuouſly to 


have the Convocation of the Clergy proſecuted, 


or rather indeed perſecuted, by the Civil Magi- 


ſtracy, and to try and condemn them before-hand 
| | ay 
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as guilty of a Præmunire, and carefully ſearching 
Records, or Authorities, for ſuch Proſecution ; 
preparing ways to have the Clergy Attainted, 
Forfeited, Impriſoned, and the like: Things 
ſuch People have formerly practiced, and ſeem 
to aim at the ſame thing again. See the farther 
Enquiries on this Subject, as follows: 
Whether the Publiſhers conſulted the Gentle- 
men of the Long-Robe, to know if what is aſ- 
ſerted by ſome of the Faculty be true, That if 
the Clergy in Convocation do act contrary to the 
Proviſoes and Limitations in their Commiſſion, 
they do thereby incur a Pramunire? — 
Whether they did not likewiſe conſult them, 
to know, whether the promulging of ſuch ſevere 
Reflections upon a Sermon publiſb d by His Maje- 
ſty's Special Command, without having firſt obtain- 


ed His Majeſty's Licenſe, does not come within 


Reach of the 25th of Hen. VIII. Cap. 19. which 
enacts, That if the Clergy attempt, alledge, 
claim, or put in ure, enact, promulge, or execute 
any new Canons, Conſtitutions, Ordinance Pro- 
| vincial, or other, or by whatſoever other Name they 
| ſhall be call d, without the King's Royal Aſſent 
and Licenſe, they ſhall be liable to ſuffer Impri- 

ſonment, and make Fine at the King's Will? 
Whether they conſulted the Gentlemen of the 
Law, to know if the promulging of Cenſures 
upon a Sermon ſo publiſh'd, don't come within 
Reach of the Statutes againſt publiſhing Falſe 
News, whereupon Diſcord may ariſe between 
the King and his People ? 15 | 
Whether impugning and impeaching the Royal 
dupremacy, which the Publiſhers charge upon 
the Biſhop of Bangor's Sermon, be not a Civil 
| 5 Crime, 


(14) 


Crime, tryable only in the King's Temporal 
Courts? And if ſo, Whether the Convocation's 
meddling with it, does not come within the 
Reach of: the Law, by which ſeveral Biſhops, as 
well as other Clergymen, have been proſecuted | 
in a Pramunire, attainted and forfeited, for med- | 
ling with ſuch things as belong only to the King's 
Temporal Courts ? | 4 
It muſt be confeſt this is malicious enough to | 
do Miſchief, were a Tyrant on the Throne, equal 
to him under whom theſe things were quoted, 
and to whom the Rights of the Church were of 
no more value than the Blood of innocent Men, 
4 which he ſhed in abundance, for no more Rea- 
x fon than for not acknowledging That Power in 
. dim which my Lord of Bangor inſiſts is in Chriſt | 
Jeſus, as ſole King and Head of his Church. . 
But theſe things do not end here, the Deſign g 
reaches yet much farther : For after this, they 
riſe higher again, till at length they ſtrike at the 
Conſtitution of the Church it ſelf; and declare) 
not this Convocation only, but all Convocations 
in general dangerous, or at leaſt not to the Ad- 
vantage of Religion in general. — 
It is, as I ſaid in the beginning of this Paper, 
on this account only that without engaging in a 
Part of the Diſpute between the Biſhop and his Oppo- 
fers, in the Articles of Religion; I ſay, on this 
Account only I thought it needful to throw 1n 4 
Caution among the Parties engaged, that they 
would obſerve what Advantages theſe Enemies 
of our Holy Religion would make of theſe Un- 
chriſtian Heats ; and how vigilant they are for 
thoſe Advantages : How they lay the Axe to the 
Root, endeavouring to ſap the Foundations " 
the 
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the Church of Exgland, rob her of her Effential 


Privileges, and ere& a kind of Regal Popery 
among us with one hand, at the ſame time that 


they are uſhering in a plain Anarchy of Church- 
Government ox the other hand: As if the People 
of England were to be drawn gradually into the 


ſnare, to overthrow the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 


tion in proſecution of their common and acci- 
dental Quarrels between any of the particular 
Members. ö 


Suppoſe for the Purpoſe now, that the firſt 


Cavils at the Proceedings of the Convocation had 
been juſt, which yet is far from my Intention to 
grant, but ſuppoſe it for Argument ſake, many emi- 
nent and good People, who would be willing 
to have all Miſtakes amended, and every thing 
that is amiſs be reform'd in the Church, or in 
any of the Members of it, may be perhaps drawn 
in to think ſuch or ſuch a thing not well, and 
may not approve of what they ſo carried on with 


an unſeaſonable Warmth, - either. on this band or 


on that: But they muſt be very aſſuming, and 
| muſt be maſters of an aſſurance which is more 


than common, who can promiſe themſelves that 


theſe Diſlikes ſhould lead thoſe well-meaning People 


to join with 'em, and avowedly aſſiſt to pull down 


the Conſtitution of the Church, which they wiſh 


to amend. There have been frequent Attempts 
made by ſome Members of the Church of Eng- 
land, and thoſe very faithful alſo to her Conſti- 
tution ; I ſay, they have made frequent Eſſays at 
a Reformation in the Diſcipline of the Church, 
or rather indeed I might ſay, in the- manner of 
putting the Rules of Diſcipline, or Ecclefiaſtical 
Laws, in execution: But. we have reaſon 1 5 

| ieve 
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lieve it was far from the thoughts of thoſe Men 
to deſtroy the Diſcipline itſelf. The like we may 
fay in the Government of the Church, and indeed 
of every branch of its Conſtitution. - 
But here while we ſee ſome Clergymen differ 
about Pofitions and Opinions in Church Affairs, of 
which perhaps they would have done much better 
to have on both ſides let drop the Diſpute ; we' 
ſee firſt our civil Diviſions acted as it were over 
again, the Politicians on both ſides embrace the 
Quarrel, and the Church Affairs are drawn in- 
ſenſibly into Whig and Tory ; and as tis well 
known in other caſes whoſe Voices all this time 
are loudeſt, and who makes moſt noiſe, ſo it is 
evident likewiſe that now, as it was once before, 
we all knou when, theſe Feuds howeyer they be- 
gin in ſmaller Quarrels, '(viz.) and in taking Of- 
fence at this or that particular Perſon or Opini- 
on, and at this or that part of the Conduct of 1 
one Side or other, yet at laſt they come to wound | 
the Body, and aim at the Deſtruction even of | 
all Government, Order and Diſcipline in the . 
Thus it was in our late bloody Times, when pri- 
vate Quarrels firſt expoſing the Principles of 
Religion to the Rudeneſs and Paſſions of Men, 
thoſe Paſſions led them on to a general contempt- 
of the Governours of the Church firſt, and then to 
a contempt of the Government itſelf, I mean of 
the Church; as if any misbehaviour of the Per- 
ſons who in the Church are entruſted with the 
Power and Juriſdiction of the Church, were a2 
ſufficient Quarrel at the due and rightful Exerciſe 
of that Power tliey act by; or that there were 
no D iſt inction to be made between the OI 
e | | an 


C19 ) 


and the Or PIC ER. This Injuſtice however be- 
ing at that time ſupported by the Rage of a 
Diſtemper d Mobb, ' proceeded, as is well known, 
not to reform the Biſhops, which was at firſt ſaid 
to be the Deſign ; but to depoſe the Epiſcopaey 


itſelf, and root out the Name of a Biſhop in the 


| Chriſtian Church; not to amend the Lives of the 
# Clergy, tho' that was the Pretence, but to raviſh 
If the Livings of the Clergy, and diſpoſſeſs the law=- 

ful Encumbents of their Free-hold. + | 
| Theſe Things every true Friend to our Con- 
ſtitution in Church and State will oppoſe ; for 
vhate ver may be the outſide, or face of things, 


which the People thus employd put now upon 


their Deſigns, it is the Opinion of the moſt ſe- 
rious Friends of the Government, that the true 
Intereſt of the Church and State are inſeparably 
join'd together, and let no Man put them aſunder; 
That neither can proſper and flouriſh without 
the other: Nay, if I ſhould have ſaid they cannot 
ulis: without one another, I ſhould have been 
Huſtity'd by Experience. a 
It is not my Buſineſs to enquire here into the 
Merits of the Cauſe between the Biſhop and the 


Lower Houſe of Convocation; whether are in the 
Right, or whether of them are in the Wrong: 


o have let the whole Diſpute alone, conſidering 
hat Enemies of the Church ſurround us, and 
chat Advantage thoſe Enemies take of theſe 
hings. And both of them may obſerve what 


ves Life to the Factions and Parties among the 
cople, and emboldens them to fly at the whole 
ody of the Convocation in general. The Biſhop 

| (3+ may 


believe neither of them had been in the Wrong 


s like to be the Conſequence of it all, that it 


7% 3} Fon 
may alſo ſeparately obſerve, that while his Lord- 
ſhip, who is a Member of the Upper Houle, has 
raiſed a Diſpute in theſe matters, which is taken 
up by the Lower Houſe only, the Enemy, with- 
out diſtinftivn, takes the Advantage to ſtrike 
home, aiming the Blow at both Houſes ; and 
without regarding the preſent. Quarrel, other 
than to make it an Occaſion, they vote both 
— 4 uſcleſs ; and Dangerous even to Religion 
This as it may give a due Warning to all ſin- | 
cere Lovers of the Church of England, not to 
fall into Breaches and Diviſions one among an- 
other; ſo it may let others ſee, that tho' the 
Times have made it very unfaſhionable to ſay I 
the Church is in Danger, yet that it is but too] 
evident the Church does not want Enemies, even | 
within her own Pale; and ſuch Enemies who are 
forward on every Occaſion to take Advantages 
over her, and to break in upon her Privileges, 
and even upon her Conſtitution it ſelf; and who] 
would certainly ſtrip her of all Authority in] 
Government, as others of her own Sons ſcem wil- 
ling to do in Diſcipline. SH 
As I ſay therefore that I do not enquire whe- 
ther this Convocation is Right or no in their late 
Repreſentation, dr in the Publication of it, or 
how far they are to be blam'd, which Time 
alone will give us a clearer Light into, yet | 
mult be allow'd to ſay, that this is no Argument 
for any to attack the Character of Convocations 
in general, and to vote them Uſeleſs and Dan- 
gerous to Religion. Hife 
Be it granted, that in the Early Ages of the 
Church there aroſe many Diſputes and Conten- 
FS thr tions 
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tions in' the General Councils of thoſe Times, 
from whence not only the Hereſies and Errors 
which over- ſpread the Church had great Encou- 
ragement, and the ſincere Profeſſors of the Or- 
thodox Faith were very much grieved and offen- 
ded ; nay, tho' I ſhould grant that ſome Errors 
and Hereſies had their very Riſe and Beginning 
in thoſe Councils,. and others had their Confir- 
mation among them ; all which tend to give us 
an Idea of the fallible Nature of Men, and that 
even General Councils may Err, which the Ro- 
man Church has ſtickled much to oppoſe ; yet 
ſure none will argue from thence, or go back to 
Antiquity to prove that General Councils, or Na- 
tional or Provincial Synods, have been of no uſe 
or advantage to the Church, much leſs that they 
have been Dangerous to the Church, as is now 
inſinuated in the Writings of ſome of our Party: 
Authors who ſtick not to fall now upon the very 
being of a Convoeation, in general, in Defence 
of the B- of B-----. V 
Tho ſuch Aſſemblies, ſays one Author, ſpeak- 
ing of the general Councils, held in the early Ages 'of 
the Church, were not aboliſhed in England, upon 
the Reformation, yet their Power-was: ſo. cur- 


tai d by Act of Parliament, that they could not 
ne attempt any Thing without the King's Licenſe firſt 
2 obtain d. And whether ſome Attempts ot late, 


| 
| | without ſuch a Licence, have not involv'd cer- | 
_ tain Perſons in a Præmunire, is not my Buſineſs b 

to Enquire ; and yet as much as their Power is ! 


ent 
15 K ver 
5 cramp'd, no ſmall Number of the moſt eminent | 
of them very ingenioufly confeſs, That ſuch Af- | 


Nj - ſemblies are not much for the Advantage of Religion. | 
That the late Excellent Archbiſhop (Tillotſon? 
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was of this Opinion, the Author of the Leiter 
to the Convocation - Man will bear me Witneſs, 
and the preſent Biſhops are cenſur'd by the High- 
flyers, as concurring in the ſame Sentiments. 
Thus much may ſerve to let us ſee how this 
Quarrel is aim'd, and that if the Party who 
write thus have their Will, our Church-Govern- 


mem is to be reduc'd to an abſolute Popery as 


well as a compleat Slavery: I ſhall ſpend: no 
more time in endeavouring to convince my Rea- 


ders that there is ſuch a View; the Enemy con- 


feſſes it, what need then of Evidence? 

It remains that we remind our People there- 
fore of what is now doing, and what they are 
to expect: It ſeems very hard that a Biſhop. of 
the Church differing from others, for the Diffe- 


rence is on his fide, we ſhould carry it on ſo far, 
as to call in the Enemy to our Aid, who will 
only make uſe of the unhappy Breach to over- 


whelm both. The Example is flagrant: A 
Member of the Upper Houſe differs from the 
Members of the Lower Houſe; the Members 
of the Lower Houſe cenſure this Member of 
the Upper Houſe ; and thaſe that are Members 
of neither Upper or Lower Houſe fall into the 
Quarrel, and declare againſt the being of both 
Houſes. Suppoſe me now ſpeaking to the Bi- 
ſhop's Friends. = „„ 
Let us learn from theſe things to be moderate 
in our Differences: However we may diſlike 


the Cenvocation's Proceedings, yet tor Heaven's 


Jake do not let us for the ſake of cenſuring them 
deſtroy them. This can never be to the Advan- 
tage of the Church, which at this time has Friends 
few enough, and Enemies many more than e- 
neugh. And 
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lem, was at Antioch, where they firſt obtained 
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And becauſe the Enemies of the Church of 
England have thus voted her Convocations uſeleſs, 


ler us look back with them a little into Antiqui- 


ty, and enquire whether it be really ſo or not, 
that ſuch Aſſemblies have not been for the Ad- 
vantage of Religion, "fr 


The firſt General Council, or Aſſembly, was that 


at Jeruſalem, and was convocated by the ſpecial 
Direction of our Bleſſed Saviour, and by the 


Guidance of the Holy Ghoſt. This will at leaſt 
Legitimate their Original, and take from the 


. Adverſary all poſſible Cavils at their Divine 
7 Original. o {05 


The Buſineſs of this Council was, among ot her 
Things, eminently this, to prevent Diviſions and 


Controverſies in the Church, to reſolve Doubts, 
and put an Amicable and Authoritative End to 
Contentions and Diſputes already begun: They 
were Judges of Doctrines and Poſitions advanc'd 
by Opinionative Men, and unreaſonably main- 
* tain'd ; and their Cenſure was Canonical. 


1 mention this part, as what will not only 


* abundantly prove their Uſefulneſs in the Church, 
and the Advantage they have been to Religion; 
| which is the Point now ſtarted againſt the Sy- 
| rodical Aſſembly, or National Council; for it is 
no leſs of the Church of England: But alſo as what 
| will more exactly ſuit the Caſe before us, if the 
Hiſtory of it be conſidered. 0 


It was very Early that Controverſies happen'd 
in the Chriſtian Church, even the very Firſt Year 


of Chriſtianity : The Hiſtory is brief; The 
greateſt Body of Believers, which were any 


where in a Body at that time except at Jeruſa- 


the 


* 


(2) 
The Name of Chriſtians, or Followers of Chriſt, 
or Profeſſors of the Goſpel of Chriſt, take it which 
way we will, tome of the Brethren who came to 
them from Judea, it is ſuppoſed they were converted 
Jews, ſtarted an Opinion of their own, and 
taught it to the Proſelyted believing Antiochiaut, 
that they muſt be circumcis d; Adds xv. ver. 1. 
And certain Men which came down from Judea, 
taught the Brethren, and ſaid, Except je be circum- 
ciſed after the manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved. 
Paul and Barnabas were there, yet theſe new 
Teachers inſiſted ſo poſitively on it, that even 
the whole Convocation of the newly raiſed Church 
at Antioch, could not prevail with them; no, al- 
tho' both Paul and Barnabas oppoſed them alſo; 
but it cauſed a very great Diflention ' among 
them, till at laſt they reſolved all of them to re- 
fer it to the Deciſion of the Apoſtles and Elders | 
aſſembled in Convocation, or General Council, at 
Jeruſalem ; and Paul and Barnabas were defired Þ 
to go with this Appeal, and bring them the Re- 
ſolution that was taken thereupon : And of their 
being a General Council for this Purpoſe it is Þ 
plain; for when Paul and Barnabas came to Je- 
ruſalem, and only diſcours'd or conſulted with] 
ſeparate or private Perſons, they could no more 
agree about it at Jeruſalem than they could at 
Autioch : For certain of the Phariſees roſe up 
there alſo, who maintain'd the ſame Dodctrines 
and Poſitions that the other had done, ver. 5. 
Wherefore, ver. 6. The Apoſtles and Elders came 
together to confider of that matter. The whole Fit- 
teenth Chapter is a Hiſtory of the Deciſion of 
this Controverſy of the Speeches made by ſeveral Þ 
Members of the Synod, (viz.) of St. Peter, ver. 7 | 
of 
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of Barnabas and Paul, ver. 12. and of, James, 
ver. 13. And the whole Story is obvious to eve- 
ry one that reads the Scriptures, how that from 
this time the Diſſention ceaſed, all the Churches 
acquieſcing in the Deciſion of the Synod at Je- 
ruſalem. | 5 

From this Example, the Church in all Ages, 
when not hinder'd by Perſecution, had recourſe 


to ſuch Meetings of the Fathers and Miniſters of 


the Church, for the eſtabliſhing Order and Diſ- 
cipline, and ſuppreſſing Falſe Doctrine, Hereſie 


and Schiſm; and the Spirit and Preſence of God 


was eminently with them on theſe Occaſions. 
The Council of Carthage held by St. Cyprian, 

is contended to be the Fay Synod after the Apo- 

ſtles time, being held long before the time of 


Conſtantine, (vix.) in the Year of Chriſt 256, and 


was ſummoned together to put an end to a great 
Diſſention riſen among the Brethren, (viz.) Whe- 
ther Hereticks ought to be Baptized ; and whe- 
ther Apoſtates to Hereſy, on their returning to 
the Church, ought to be Rebaptized ? Which was 
here determin'd, and an End put to the Con- 
troverly. 

After the Church began to obtain her Liberty 
in the Glorious Reign of Conſtantine the Great, 
that good Emperor, even before he obtain'd the 
Eaſtern Empire, while Licinius his Colleague was 


yet in Poſleſſion of Conſtantinople, called a Synod 


at Rome; and after that another, which Euſebius 


tells us was ſummoned to meet at Orleans in 


France, for the Uniting and Reconciling the 
Churches, and putting an End to the Contention 
of the Biſhops. Thus even from the Beginning 


theſe Publick Aſſemblies of the Clergy have been 


'” "found 


F 
found of advantage to Religion, and have been 
thought the moſt uſeful things to the Church, for 
the putting an End to the Strife and Contention 
which might otherwiſe happen; and did happen 


among the Biſhops, and between the Churches. 
Unhappy is the Time we Live in, when ſuch 
Meetings legally Convocated, ſhall not only have 
room given them to Act for the Intereſt of the 
Church of God, and preventing of Schiſms, Di- 
viſions, and corrupt Opinions ſpreading in the 


Church; but ſhall have it queſtioned whether 


they are even in their Conſtitution of any advan- 

tage to the Church. hes 

The fame Emperor Conſtantive finding the 
Arrian Hereſy to over-ſpread the Face of the 


Church, and that the Diviſions among Chri- 


ſtians, by reaſon of thoſe Opinions, began to 
Diſturb the Publick repoſe ; as alſo on Account 
of that ſo long contended difficulty about the Ce- 
lebration of Eaſter had recourſe again to the ſame 
Remedy, and Summoned the Famous Nicene 
Council. This was a General Council truly ſo 
calld, and had its Name from Nicæa a City of 
_ Bythiuia, whether Aſſembled, according to Euſe- 
bizs, above 300 Biſhops ; but of Prieſts, Deacons, 
and of the Miniſters of God, and thoſe who at- 
tended them, the Number was not to be told: 
Another writes, that of the chief Miniſters of 
God, there were gathered together into one a 
great Number from all the Churches of Europe, 
Aſia and Afﬀrick. „ 
Of this Council Euſebius, Lib. III. of the Life 
of the Emperor Conſtantine, ſpeaking of the Pains 
the Emperor took to preſerve the Amity and 
Concord of that great Aſſembly, ſays, He 155 
lee 
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© ſed not to reduce them to ſo good a Harmon 
in their Opinions, which before were vaſtly... 
« Differing : That they agreed like one Man in 
every thing that was brought before them to 
Decide, ſo that they were all of one Faith: 
They agreed in the Solemnizing Eaſter, exactly 
at the ſame time throughout the whole World; 
and the Canons of their Council were ſo well 
agreed to, that they were ratified by the Sub- 
© © ſcription of every one in the Afembly. _.© 
Let any one judge then if ſuch Aſſemblies 
have been any advantage to Religion, or not: It 
vas in this great Aſſembly that the Creed, or 
Confeſſion of Faith, was firſt preſented, ſettled, 
and approved, by 318 Biſhops ; which is there- 
fore to this Day called the Nicene Creed, where- 
in the Doctrine of one Subſtance, ſo much contro- 
© verted at that time, was Settled and Determined 
Z againſt the ARRIAN Hereſy. . This Council 
vas about the Tea % tile 2) 
What Diſſentions might happen in the Church. 
after this, we know not exactiy; ſome there were 
even too great for the Councils to redreſs; and of- 
tentimes, 7 ſay, ſome Diſſentions happened even 
among the Members of the ſaid Councils them- 
| ſelves ; bur this is far from proving that ſuch. 
Councils generally were not uſeful to the Church; 
for this would be to argue from the abuſe of à 
thing to the uſe of it. 3 


The narrow Compaſs of this Work will not ad- 
mit, neither is it to the Purpoſe in this Argu- 

ment, that we ſhould run thro' the Hiſtory of 

| theſe things inthe ſucceeding Ages of the Church, | 
when Tradition and Opinion prevail'd upon 
Written Precept, and falible Men ſet up to Eſta- 
| : = bliſh 
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bliſm Docttines and Opinions of their own, in- 
conſiſtent with thoſe before Directed by the infal- 


lille Spirit: By which means the Church of God 


became divided into innumerable Schiſms, and 
Degenerated at laſt into PG ERV that Man of 
Sin, and Son of Perdition, which Exalts himſelf in 
the Seat of God; by whom general Councils, H- 
node, and all Church Aſſemblies, have been abuſed, 


and carried away by Error, to the Ruin of true 


Religion, by the inundation of Superſtition, Doc- 

trines of Devils, and corrupt Interpretations of | 
the pure Word of God; and to the Ruin of pure 
holineſs, and ſincerity of Living, which was en- 
tirely loſt, and ſwallowed up in Monaſtick Au- 


ſterities, Vows of Celibacy, outſide Mortifica- 
| tions, and Phariſaical Appearances of Piety an 3 | 


exact Walking; under the Mask whereof all man- 
ner of Impurities and Flagrant Wickedneſs have 
been committed. 73 41 ; 
Of what Conſequence to Religion the Synods | 
andConvocations of Superſtitious Monks, Abbots, Þ 


and Popiſh Biſhops, may have been, and how 


little advantage to Religion has proceeded from 
them, is not to the Caſe in Hand; and there- | 
fore the Councils of Conſtance, or of Trent, or 
all other Synodical Meetings which have been 
in the Roman Church ſince the time of her Dege- Þ 
neracy, are quite out of the preſent Queſtion. 
Come we therefore to the Proteſtant Churches, 
and to paſs over the Leſſer Meetings of the Re- 
formed Churches, ſuch as Two Great Synods at 


 Leipfick, the Aſſembly of the Proteſtant Churches 


of France at Saumure, and ſeveral Synods of the 
ſame Church in the time of their Perſecuted 


Circumſtances, by which the Proteſtant Churches 


were 
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| were Animated and Encouraged in the great 
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Work betore them, (viz.) of Defending Religi- 


on, and at laſt ſuffering for it; I ſay, ſetting a- 
| ſide all theſe, together with the general Aſſemblies 
| in Scotland, I come down to the well known, and 


on many Occaſions truly Famous Synod of Dort, 


| an Afembly of Divines drawn together by the 
| Zeal of True Religion, from ſo many Parts of 


Europe, that it might very well obtain the Name 
of a General Council of the Proteſtant Churches, 


| Deputies and Repreſentatives being received in- 
to it from England, Scotland, France, Switzerland, 
and all the Parts and Provinces. 1 


They muſt know little of the Tranſactions of 


that Great Council of Divines, and be very lit- 


tle acquainted with the State of Religion, at that 
time when the Proteſtant Churches of Germany, 
and of the Netherlapds, eſpecially as well as of 
other Parts, began to break and divide into Fac- 
tions and Schiſms, ſuch as the Remonſtrants and 
the Contra Remonſtrants, the Anabapriſts, and 


other Enthuſiaſts of Germany, when by this Great 


Aſſembly Religion was brought again to a State 


of Publick Tranquillity, the Unity of the Pro- 
teſtant Doctrine Eſtabliſh'd, the Tranquillity of 


the Chutches reſtored, general Charity among 
Proteſtants preſerved, and all future Diſputes ef- 
fectually carried in the deſicive Concluſions or 
Canons of that happy Afembly.  _ 
Thus I think without aſſuming more than truth 
allows, and Hiſtory confirms, I may be allowed 
to ſay, That the Uſefulneſs and Advantage of 
the Synods and Meetings of the Clergy, whether 
of particular Nations and Churches, or in gene- 


ral of the whole Church, have in all Ages thoſe 
| of 
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of general Defection into "OY and Popery 
excepted, been ad vantagous to Religion it ſelt, 
and aſſiſting to the Eſtabliſnment of the Church of 
God in the World. I have prov'd alſo, that 
they are of truly Divine Original, and that it 
was the Method which the Holy Ghoſt approv d 
of, at the firſt dawning of the Goſpel Light in Þ 
the World, as the moſt proper and beſt qualli- Þ 
tyd Means to prevent Schiſms and Contentions | 

in the Church, and to put an End to them when 
began: The Meetings and Aſſemblies of the A- 
poſtles and Elders being thus W and thus 
employ d. 

Jo bring all this home to the preſent Diſpute, 
the firſt thing I infer from hence is, that the Con- 
vocation of this Proteſtant Church Eſtabliſhed by 
Law in the Kingdom of England, and Aﬀem- 
bled together by Legal Authority, have an Un- 
doubted Right to enquire into, and to Cenſure 
any Hereſies, Falſe Doctrines, Erroneous Poſi- 
tions or Opinions, which ſhall be broached in 
this Nation, and more eſpecially if ſuch ſhall be 
Preached or Publiſhed by any of the Clergy of 
this Church, whoſe Repreſentatives they (the 
Lower Houſe) are, and over whom they have 
an Authority made Lawful by ſeveral Sanctions, 
as well 33 as Legal, * as well Civil as. 
Eccleftaſtiek - = 

I Explain my ſelf thus, That whettior he An- 
thority which the Provincial Synods of this 
Church have now Power, and Claim a right to 
Exerciſe, in Matters of Church-Government, o- 
ver the reſt of the Clergy, be founded upon 2 
Deputation from Chriſt Jeſus, the King and 


Head af his Church, and handed down by Suc- 
| Femon 
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ceſſion to his Miniſters, yea or no; yet as this 


Authority is ſuch as is no way inconſiſtent with 


the Laws of Chriſt, and 1s. concerned in ſuch 
things only, in which Chriſt himſelf left to pre- 
ciſe Law, leaving it therefore of courſe to his Mi- 
niſters in all Ages, to direct and agree about; 
I mean as to the Oeconomy and Government of 
his Church ; and that according to the Liberty 


Þ thus given them, the Clergy of this Nation have 


agreed to a legal Eſtabliſhment of a Church-Go- 
vernment, in all things conſiſtent with the Word 
| of God, and the Practiſe of the Apoſtles, and 
Primitive Fathers; and that in this Eſtabliſhment, 
| this Branch, (viz.) of Provincial Synods, Le- 
| gally Convocated, -is included, and that all the 


| Clergy Electing by free Suffrage, this Convocati- 


on docs give cb a Voluntary free Aſſent to 
their Legal Proceedings, and agree to Submit 


| themſelves to their Cenſures, in all things agree- 


able to the Word of God. 

Ils ſay, this being Evident in the very Conſti- 
tution of our Church, makes all their Proceed- 
| ings, ſo far as they are conſiſtent with the Word 


of God, to be Lawful, and ſo far calls for the O- 
| bedience and Submiſſion of. every Member of 


the Church, to their Deciſions. 
{ To Cenſure unſound Doctrine, to Condemn 
Error and Hereſy at any time creeping into the 
Church, or openly aſſaulting it, is their proper 
Work or Duty; 'tis ſo by the Nature of their 
| Afembly, whether it be ſo by their preſent Li- 
| mitation or no, To ſay, They derive their Au- 
thority from Acts of Parliament is a Politick mi- 
| ſake. The juſt Authority of the Church of God 
can receive no Sanctions from the Laws of Men. 
F 5 They 
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They may in conſequence of their Subjection to 
Lawful Power, receive Legal Limitations, as to 
the manner, time, or degree, of the aſſembling 
or acting from the civil Government: But if they 
muſt in their Meetings Debate nothing but what 
1s mention'd in the Writ of Summons, nor A& 
or do any thing, but by the Royal Licenſe, they 
give up the natural Right of the Chriſtian Church, 
and are no more a meer Church Aſſembly, but a 
Body of Men met together by appointment of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, to conſult and conſider 
of ſuch Affairs, and no other, as the ſaid Civil 
3 ſhall Direct them to conſult and conſi - 
There is no doubt, but our Presbyterian Adver- 
ſaries would willingly bring this Church of Eng- 
land to this point, tho' at the ſame time their 
Brethren in Scotland claim other Privileges ; but 
1 ſhall ſpeak of that hereafter: As to the preſent 
Convocation, I ſball State the thing, not on what 
ſome allege to be their limited Power by the] 
Laws of this Land, but upon what I think may be; 
rov'd to be the Church of England's Right, as a 
Proteſtant and Chriſtian Church 
* alleged by ſome, That by the Act of Par- 
liament 25th Hen. VIII. Cap. 19. the Clergy are] 
expreſly put under certain Limitations, and it is 
true they are ſo as to making any new Canons, 
Conſtiturions, &c. But this can never be ſup- 
poſed to be Extended to prevent their Cenſuring 
=_ - any of their own Body, who ſhall broach any 
=_— Hereſies, or advance any falſe Doctrines and Po- 
tay fitions, without a manifeſt abſurdity, and con- 
in tradition, in the Nature of the thing; for this 
[8 would be to leave a Liberty to a Private Miniſter 
ihe In 


< Z — 2 * * . - 
* FS * 3 2 1 R * 
— 4 5 8 2 - 2 ng. — N 
* 2 aſe : a * , * . 5 wats a4 4 4 - a: * = - £ 
_ IL aw FE — 3 4 — 2 4 ; p . co a 2 * = * 
2 * 5 OM% — 4 * N 8 1 22 8 K* 2 F my ' * 2 i x , Mn : 9933 png * 4 | N 
* _ 4" 9 »% _—_ war 2 X 1 f 1 wy I : y 7 — 1 5 p 7 "Ws * - _ N c * — 4 " 
2 2 8 7 aA 1 1 * * 3 ko * — . : 1 * _ <4 Tar <4 * 8 4 1 * - of nd w * — 2 
= — _— y O ” p _ 7 $4 E N E . * 7 a * 4 W cM Wr * * E. — N * 
8 i 4 5 9 4 p bh ne he T 23 e 
- 4 * ; 5 = 2 - 5 "i ” * 2 4 — 2 * 
* "4 22 * * * 
s . — — . * „ 
- © * 7. 


. — 


9 


— — — 
— * — * 
L — > . — hen . — 
PT. ̃˙ X11 ˙ 
> 1 bo na — — . — 


7 * r 
= 3 — 


C ledge, claim, oz put in ure; enact, promulge, oz 
execute any new Canons, Conſtitutions, D2di- 
nantes, 02 other, oz by whatſoever other Name 
{ thall be called in the Convocation, unleſs the 
| King's moſt Nopal Aſent and Licenſ® may to 


Examination and Judgment of his Dighnefs, and of 
| Two and Thirty Perſons of the King's Subjects ; 


(31) 


in the Church to do that which the Repreſenta- 


| tive of the whole Church was denied the liberty 


to do. 


The Words of this Act, which by the way was 
an Act made when the Regal Supremacy was carried 


to its moſt exceſſ ve Height, even to Tyranny and 


Blood, are thus : 


where the Kings humble and obedient Subjects, 


the Clergy of this Nealm of England, have not only 
- ® Knowledged acco2ding to the Truth, that the Con⸗ 
| vocations of the ſame Clergy is, always hatb been, 
| and ought to be, Aſſembled only by the King's Writ : 
But alſo dubmitting themſelves to the King's Pas 
 jeſto, have Promiſed in verbo Sacerdoti, that they 


will never from hencefozth preſume, attempt, al- 


them be had to make, promulge and execute the 


fame ; and that his Pajeſty do give his moſt Ropal 
Allent and Authozitp in that behalf. (2.) And 
where divers Conſtitutions, Wzdinances, and Ca- 
nons, Provincial oz Synodal, which heretofoze 

dave been Enacted, and be thought not only to be 
much prejudicial to the King's Prerogative Nopal, 


and Repugnant to the Laws and Statutes of this 
Realm, but alſo over much onerons to his Pighneſs 


aud his Subjects : The ſaid Clergy bath moſt hums 


bly beſought the King's Vighneſs, that tye ſaid 
Conftifutions and Canons may be committed to the 


whereof 
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whereof Sixtcen to be of the upper and neither Youſe 
of the Parliament ok the Tempozalitp, and other 


Sixteen to be of the Clergy of this Realm; and all 


the ſaid Two and Thirty Perſons to be Choſen and 


Appointed by the King's Pajeſty. (3.) And that 


ſuch of the ſaid Conſtitutions and Canons as ſhall 
be thought and determined by the ſaid Two and 
Thirty Perſons, or the more Part of them, wozthy 
to be abrogated and annulled, ſhall be aboliſht, and 
made of no value accordingly. (4.) And ſuch other 
of the ſame Conſtitutions and Canons, as by rhe 
ſaid Two and Thirty, oz the more Part of then, 
ſhall be approved. to tand with the Laws of God, 
and conſtant to the Laws of this Realm, ſhall ſtand 
in their full Strength and Power, the King's moſt 
Nopal Aſcent firſt had, and obtained to the ſame, 


C.)] Be it therefoze now Enacted by Authozity- of 


this preſent Parliament, accozding to the ſaid Sub- 
miſſion and Petition of the ſaid Clergy, That they, 
nor any of them from bencefoꝛth ſhall preſume to at⸗ 
tempt,allfdge,claim,o2 put in ure, any Conſtitutions 
o2 D2dinan:es, Provincial oz Synoval, oz any other 
Canons; no2/ſhatl enact, promulge, oz execute any 
ſuch Canons, Conſtitutions, o2 Oꝛdinantes Pro- 
vincial, by whatſoever Name oz Names they may 


be called, in their Convocations in time Coming 


(which always ſhall be Aſembled by Authozitp of 
the King's Writ) unleſs the ſame Clergy may have 
the King's moſt Royal Aent aud Licenſe, to make, 
pꝛomulge and execute ſuch Canons, Conſtitutions, 
and Oꝛdinances, Pꝛovincial oz Dynodal. (6.) Upon 
Pain of every one of the ſaid Clergy, doing contrary 


to this Act, and being thereof Convic to Suffer Im- 


priſonment, and make Fine at the King's Will. 


Every 
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Every one who is acquainted. with Hiſtory» 
knows very well, That the Humour of King 
Hen. VIII. as well as his Intereſt at that time, 
led him to a moſt Tyrannical Treatment of the 
Clergy ; as to the Laity, that is not my preſent 
Buſineſs. The Popiſh Clergy were at this time 


| ſo ſtibje& to him, that for fear of loſing all, they 


parted with every thing the King ask d, till at 


laſt not contented with what they yielded, he 
indeed took all, and turn'd them out of Doors; 
of which I need ſay no more. 


Having gotten them thus entirely under his 


Feet, he reſolved to keep them there; and ma- 
| king uſe of the cringing Temper he found them 
in at that time, no wonder he brought them as 
| the Act Expreſſes it in the Preamble, to pro- 
| miſe in Verbo Sacerdoti, that they would never 
| meet, but by his Leave; and never Act, but by 
his Licenſe. But I ſuppoſe, that no Man in his 
| Senfes will deny, but in this they gave up to 


the King their native Right as Chriſtians, and 


their Eccleſiaſticx Right as Clergymen 3; and 
| which is. more than all, the real and uncontro- 


verted Right of the Church of Chriſt it ſelf. 
And if what the Biſhop of Bangor ſays be 


true, that Chrift is the Sole Law-giver of his 
Church ; then ſucha Limitation upon his Church 


was à horrible Invaſion of his Royal Sove- 
raignty and Legiflature, and is Ipſo facto, void in 


its own Nature. „ 
But not to Enter a Combate with the Laws of 


the Land, which, however made in Popiſh 


Times, and when the Clergy ated upon fuch 8 


Foot as made ſevere things more neceſſary than 
at any time ſince; yet it ſeems this Act is not 


E repeal d, 
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repeal'd, and muſt be ſubmitted to till clement 
pious Princes ſhall in Conſcience, and for the 
Good of Religion, reſtore to the Church her 
juſt Liberties. * Ko 1 i 
Let J have this to ſay, That however this Law 
made to limit a Popiſh Clergy, may be binding 
upon a Proteſtant Convocation, as to Enacting 
_Canons and Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtick. I do 
not ſee, as before, that it can bind the Convoca- 
tions, or Provincial Synods of the Church of Eng- 
land, from publiſhing their Diſlike of the Erro- 
neous Doctrines or Poſitions which may be 
broached in the World, and recording their ſtea- 
dy adhering to the Faith, as deliver'd to them 
by the Apoſtles, and recorded in the Word of 
God, with their Deteſtation of the Errors, Mi- 
ſtakes and Corrupt Notions of others of the 
Clergy properly under their Juriſdiction, pub- 
Ved to the World... _ | 
If they are prohibited this Liberty, then they 
are no more a Legal, Provincial, or National 
Synod, but a few Men call'd together to do no- 
thing but what the King bids them do; and they 
mult be but ill Friends to the Church, or to Re- 
ligion, that deſires to reduce the Aſſemblies of 
the Clergy to ſuch a Circumſtance as that. 
If we look into the Hiſtory of the Scots Kirk, 
we ſhall find the Presbyteriaus there eſteem their 
Synods and Aſſemblies to be Eſſential to the 
well-being of their Kirk, and their Meetings to 
be a Religious Privilege of the Kirk, which their 
Kings have no Right to interrupt : And how 
often they have oppoſed their Kings themſelves 
in their intermeddling with the Affairs of their 
ſaid Aſſemblies, and even ſometimes hart hre, 
E365) © Bs en 


* 


 W&& Us Wo w 


ee 
4 


1 


(35) 


ken out into Rebellion for the Preſervation. of 
| thoſe Privileges, may be found in their Hiſtories, 
eſpecially the Church Hiſtories of Spot ſuood, Cal- 


derwood, & c. And even of late, fince the Revo- 
lution, and at this time ſince the Union, our 
Kings, who for Form ſake only appoint a Com- 
miſſioner to their Aſſemblies, who prorogues or 


| adjourns the Aſſembly, and appoints the Day 
| of the ſucceeding Meeting, yet they are ſo far 
| from giving up their Right of Aſſembling, that 
| ſhould the 

and decline to call another Aſſembly, they would: 
| inſiſt upon the Churches Rights, and Aſſemhle 


ing prorogue their Seſſions fine Die, 


without it; as may be ſeen more at large in the 


| Hiſtories of thoſe Times; and as is particular- 


ly remember'd in the late King Milliam's time, 


| when the King's Commiſſioner put an End to the 
Aſſembly, without naming the time for the next 
Meeting; which they repreſented to his Majeſty 
in the moſt preſſing Terms, as a Grievance to 
the Church, inſiſting upon their Right to hold 
their National Synods or Aſſemblies as often as 
they ſaw Cauſe: Which alſo the King was ſo 
| well ſatisfied of afterwards, that he never inter- 
rupted them more. 


In England the Convocation is Aſſembled by the 


| King's Mrit: But I find no Act of Parliament 
& which limits, or prohibits, any Number of the 
| Clergy to come together at their private Diſpo- 
| ſition, to conſult together on the weighty Affairs 
of the Church and of Religion, any more than 


other Societies of Men may do: If jt were ſo, 


the Church would have leſs and meaner Liber- 


ties than any Incorporated Body of Handicrafts, 


or Tradeſmen have, and then all the reſt of Man- 
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kind are Intituled to: All that is limited by 
this Act of Parliament, as I underſtand it, is, that 
they ſhall not Enact, Promulge or Execute, any 
Canon, Conſtitution or Ordinance Eccleftaſtick, with- 
out the King's Licenſe But they may certainly 
Examine, Anfwer, or at leaſt ſhew their Diſlike 
of the Hereſies, Blaſphemies and corrupt Opi- 
nions of the Clergy, as they ſee Reaſon. And 
this is all that I find they were about to do, or 
had made any wages foes do, in the Caſe of his 
Lordfhip the Bi of B----, at which ſo much 
Offence is taken. 
Let us, in the Name of God, be willing the 
— ſhould do the Duty of good Subjects to 
the King, in Obedience to the known Laws of 
God, and of the Land, and agreeable to the 
Doctrine of the Church of England, willing them 
to be ſubject to Kings, and to all in Authority; 
but let us not value our ſelves upon depreciating 
the Lawful Authority of the Miniſters of God's 
Church, in Matters legally within their Cogni- 
ſance, and under their Juriſdiction. There 1s a 
manifeſt difference between the Convocation's 
making Canons and Conſtitutions, Ordinances 
and Synodical Acts, and their Cenſuring Error 
and Falſe Doctrine. The firſt are in a word In- 
juncions in matter of Government and Diſci- 
pline in the Church binding, and to be obſervd 
by the reſt of the Clergy, which the Convocation 
Enact, as they are, in conjunction with the So- 
veraign, an Eccleſiaſtie Legiſlature. And this 
therefore makes it reaſonable, that the King, 
whoſe Supremacy in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical we ac- 
knowledge, ſhould have his Negative Voice up- 
on all thoſe Acts, Canons, Conſtitutions, Ordi- 
i . | £0 nances, 


ww 
"DE is 7 W- 


AR 22 e 
WR. * ST 2 a „ 
4 LEE . _m—_ 6 
xy 
MY 4 


"ihe — 


a 
» — 
- *- 


ko hep 


ws. 


L l . Bs 
BY: FEA, 


a 


2 ko : * „— an * — ; - a | 
- ce IE * oe: RN | TRL ; 72 On 

= 4 8 8 1 , 4 * - Oe On a . , 

< K . 4 —_—_— , Þ w_ — av 4 . BL * 

3 9 2 


— oy on A» + — 
— 0000 1 We 


(37) 


nances, &c. and his Authority alſo for the Aſ- 


ſembling, in order to make thoſe Acts: But as 


to their cenſuring Errors in Doctrine promulg'd, 
publiſhed, Cc. by others, eſpecially by Miniſters 
of the ſame Church, this 1s their Duty ; not as 


Members of the Convocation, but as Miniſters 


of the Goſpel, as Officers in the Church ; which 
as the Biſhop ſays, is the Kingdom of Jeſus ChrifZ. 

And this is ſo much their Duty, and deriv'd 
ſo immediately to them from the Authority of 


| our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, that if the 


Soveraign, to whom under Chriſt they at any 


| time acknowledge Subjection, ſhould command 


their Silence, that Silence would be a Sin : Nay, 
if St. Augnſtine 1s to be credited, they ought not 
to be ſilent in the Caſe of Error in Doctrine pro- 


| mulged and ſpread among the People, tho' the 
| King himſelf, for the time being, ſhould beſo far 
| forſaken of God as to be the Promulgator and 
Publiſher, or any other way the Encourager of 

| ſach Falſe Doctrine How elſe can they be ſaid 


to reprove in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, and to watch 


| over the Flock over whom the Holy Ghoſt has made 


| them Overſeers ? | 
Nor does the being aſſembled in Convocation, 


or not in Convocation, alter this Caſe at all, or 
make it leſs or more their Duty. It does not 
make it leſs their Duty, even by the nature of 


the thing; for if any one ſingle Miniſter in 
Chriſt's Church may publickly by Preaching, 


Writing, Printing, or all other poſſible Meaſures, 


Lawfully oppoſe the Introducing of any Erro- 
- | ncous Doctrines or Poſitions into the Church, or 


ſpreading the ſame among the People ; as no 


doubt he not only may, but ozght, and cannot dif- 


charge 
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charge the Duty of a Miniſter in Chriſt's Church 
if he does not. I fay, if every private Miniſter 


may do thus, and a Body of Miniſters aſſembled 
in the National Syzod Legally convocated, repre- 
ſenting the whole Church of England, nay, being 
really the True Church (a) it ſelf by Repreſenta- 
tion, as by the cxxxixth Canon is affirm'd u Ax 
NOT: I ſay, if thoſe may not, then have the 
Body leſs Power than the Members; the greater 
is not equal to the leſs; and the whole Synod 
of Miniſters have not fo much Power as a pri- 
rate Country Vicar, or Miniſter of a Pariſh is 
veſted with : Which in its nature ſeems incon- 
gruous and irrational, as it really is inconſiſtent 
with the thing it ſelf. 3 : 
This declaring themſelves againſt Falſe Do- 


Arine, Hereſy and Schiſm, is quite another thing 
than making Canons and Conſtitutions; nor can 


any one argue from the one to the other. It re- 
mains then, if this Argument were puſh'd on, 
to enquire whether in the Caſe of the Dofrines 
and Poſitions publiſh'd by the B---- of B-—, the 
Convocation has acted in any thing beyond the 
legal undifputed Power of Miniſters of the Goſ- 


pel as ſuch, and the Right of the Church as a- 


bove ; and this will be done beſt by ſtating the 
thing clearly, as it really is in fact, (viz.) What 


— ——_— . „ 
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Can, exxxix. A National Synod the Church's Repreſentative. 

(a) Wholoever ſhall hereafter affirm, that rhe Sacred 
Synod of this Nation in the Name of Chriſt, and by rhe 
King's Authority aſſembled, is not the True Church of 
England by Repreſentation, let him be Excommunicated, 
and not reſtor'd till he repent, and publickly Revoke that 
his wicked Error. Vide, Conſtitutions and Canons 72 
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they have done, and what they have not done; 


and then comparing it with the Legal Powers 
which the Convocation enjoy by the Conſtitu- 


tion of the Church of England. 


When the Biſhop'sBooks appear'd in the World, 
and what Noiſe they made at their appearance, 


| few are ſtrangers to: For it muſt be own'd the 
Doctrines were ſurpriſing to many, even to 
| thoſe moſt who approv'd them, becauſe of their 
coming from the Mouth of a Biſhop of the Church 
| of England. 1 


When they firſt appear'd,the Body of the Cler- 
gy, with ſo few Exceptions as hardly deſerve a men- 
tion, were offended at them, and mention was 


made of making it publick that they were ſo, 
| even before the Sermon came out. The Mini- 


{ters of the Church of England were alarm'd, ſee- 


ing, as they thought, the very Conſtitution of the 


Church of England ſtruck at, and her juſt Autho- 
rity undermin'd ; and many were reſolv'd to 
move the Lower Houſe of Convocation to take 


| publick Notice of it: However they did not 
enter into any Debates about it till a ſecond 
| Blow was ſtruck, which being really nothing 


new, but in general the ſame Principles enlarg'd 
and expatiated, and carried to the fartheſt extent 
poſſible, ſo as to leave the Church, as they thought, 
no delegated Authority from Jeſus Chriſt, and 
yet at the ſame time to deſtroy the Regal Su- 
premacy alſo : Then the Synod reſolv'd to take it 
into Conſideration, and appointed a Committee 


| for that purpoſe, who made their Report ac- 


cordingly. 

Thus tar the Hiſtory of their Proceedings: 
and this clears the Synod of ſhewing any gps 
Dit- 


— 


(38) 
charge the Duty of a Miniſter in Chriſt's Church 
F he does not. I ſay, if every private Miniſter 
may do thus, and a Body of Miniſters aſſembled 
in the National Syed Legally convocated, repre- 
ſenting the whole Church of Englaud, nay, being 
really the True Church (a) it ſelf by Repreſenta- 
tion, as by the cxxxixth Canon is affirm'd may 
NOT: I ſay, if thoſe may not, then have the 
Body leſs Power than the Members ; the greater 
is not equal to the leſs; and the whole Synod 
of Miniſters have not fo much Power as a pri- 
vate Country Vicar or Miniſter of a Pariſh is 
veſted with: Which in its nature ſeems incon- 
gruous and irrational, as it really is inconſiſtent 
with the thing it ſelf. TO 

This declaring themſelves againſt Falſe Do- 
Arine, Hereſy and Schiſm, is quite another thing 
than making Canons and Conſtitutions; nor can 
any one argue from the one to the other. It re- 
mains then, if this Argument were puſh'd on, 
to enquire whether in the Caſe of the Dofrines 
and Poſitious publiſh'd by the B---- of B--—, the 
Convocation has ated. in any thing beyond the 
legal undifputed Power of Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel as ſuch, and the Right of the Church as a- 
bove ; and this will be done beſt by ſtating the 
thing clearly, as it really is in fact, (viz.) What 


. Y 


— — 


Can, exxxix. 4 National Synod the Church's Repreſentative, 

(a) Wholoever ſhall hereafter affirm, that rhe Sacred 
Synod of this Nation in the Name of Chriſt, and by the 
King's Authority aſſembled, is not the True Church of 
England by Repreſentation, let him be Excommunicated, 
and not reſtor'd till he repent, and publickly Revoke that 
his wicked Error. Vide, Conſtitutions and Canons Eccleſi- 
aſt ick, page 64. ae 
they 


they have done, and what they have not done; 
and then comparing it with the Legal Powers 
which the Convocation enjoy by the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Church of England. 5 

When the Biſhop's Books appear'd in the World, 
and what Noiſe they made at their appearance, 


few are ſtrangers to: For it muſt be own'd the 
| Docrines were ſurpriſing to many, even to 
| Þ thoſe moſt who approv'd them, becauſe of their 
coming from the Mouth of a Biſhop of the Church 

„ England. 


When they firſt appear'd,the Body of the Cler- 
gy, with fo few Exceptions as hardly deſerve à men- 
tion, were offended at them, and mention was 
made of making it publick that they were ſo, 


even before the Sermon came out. The Mini- 
| ſters of the Church of England were alarm'd, ſee- 
ing, as they thought, the very Conſtitution of the 
| Church of England ſtruck at, and her juſt Autho- 


rity undermin'd ; and many were reſolv'd to 
move the Lower Houſe of Corivocation to take 


publick Notice of it: However they did not 
enter into any Debates about it till a ſecond 


Blow was ſtruck, which being really nothing 


| new, but in general the ſame Principles enlarg'd 
and expatiated, and carried to the fartheſt extent 


poſſible, ſo as to leave the Church, as they thonght, 


no delegated Authority from Jeſus Chriſt, and 


yet at the ſame time to deſtroy the Regal Su- 
premacy alſo : Then the Synod reſolv'd to take it 
into Conſideration, and appointed a Committee 


| for that purpoſe, who made their Report ac- 


cordingly. | I, 
Thus far the Hiſtory of their Proceedings: 
and this clears the Synod of begin any * 
| | 8 


(40) 
Diſreſpect to His Majeſty's Imprimatur : which 
however they could no way allow to be 2 pro- 


hibition of their examining into the Truth of 


the Doctrines and Poſitions laid down, knowing 
that if there were in the Sermon any Erroneous 
Principles injurious to the Church, and diſad- 
vantageous to Religion, His Majeſty would be 
far from skreening them by His Authority from 
the Cenſure of a convocated Synod of Divines, 
call d together by His own appointment: But 


this, 7 ſay, clears the Synod from the Charge of 


an intended or deſign'd Affront to the King, 
feeing almoſt all the Errors now mention'd in the 
Sermon, were in Embrio contain'd in the Bi- 
| ſhop's former Book, to which no Royal Impri- 
matur was affix d, and which would have been 
cenſur d tho' the Sermon had been publiſh'd then. 
' When their Committee made their Report, 
what was it, or to how much did it amount ? 
It's evident there was no Ground-work, no Ich: 
nography of any Canons or Conſtitutions form- 
ing in the Lower Houſe upon this Subject, only 
a meek and meer Repreſentation of the Fact, 
with ſome few and very brief Obſervations on 
it; and this in a legal manner, to be laid before 
the Upper Houſe for their Conſideration, . and 
that they might act as they ſaw fit, cxonerating 
themſelves in the matter of their Duty as Mint 
ſters, leaving the reſt entirely to the Biſhops: 
Not but that if there had been the Ground-work 
of ſome Ecclefiaſtick Conſtitutions and Ordi- 


nances, in oppoſition to theſe New Doctrines 


advancd by the Biſhop, the King having {til 
the Negative Voice there could be no Offence 
Rill, they being no Canons or Conſtitutions 7 

| the 


N 


(41) _ 
the ſenſe of the Prohibition, till they were pto- 
mulged, enacted, put in ure, or executed, or at- 
tempted to be ſo, by the Convocation without 
the King's me. F 
But what relation has all this to the meer ani- 
madverting upon the Biſhop's Poſitions ; and in 
an humble and, as I dare ſay it will be granted, 
inno immodeſt manner, repreſenting their Grie- 
vance therein to the Houſe of Prelates, or Upper 
Houſe ? And that we may clear up this Point, L 
ſhall a little enter into the Particulars of their 
E Repreſentation, which was juſt reported, and 
| read, and order'd to be enter'd upon their Books, 
when the whole Body was at one Blow render'd 
Lifeleſs, and incapable to act any farther, by the 
King's Writ of Prorogation. | 
For the manner of the Repreſentation we refer 
to the Introduction of it as it is now publiſh'd. 


To his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
and to the Lords the Biſhops of the Province of 
Canterbury, in Convocation Aſſembled, This 
Repreſentation from the Clergy of the Lower Houſe 
of Convocation, humbly ſheweth, i 

| © 'That, with much Grief of Heart, we have 

« obſerv'd, what, in all dutiful manner, we now 

« Repreſent to your Grace and your Lordſhips, 

„That the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 

« Bangor, hath given great and grieyous Offence, 

by certain Doctrines and Poſitions by him late- 

* ly publiſhed ; 717 in a Sermon, Intituled, The 

* Nature of the Kingdom or Church of Chrif# : And 

* partly in a Book, Intituled, 4 Preſervative a- 

gainſt the Principles and Practices of the Nou-jurors 

* toth in Church and State. Rs 
. F EF 'The 


(42) 


The Decency, the Humility of this Introdufti- 
on, the Deterence paid to the Upper Houſe, its 
being according to the Form uſual in like Caſes, 
the calm undiſturb'd Addreſs of it ; all cheſe, 1 
believe, admit no Exception. | 

Having thus introduc'd their Repreſentation, 
they lay down the Subject in Two brief Heads, 
as follows ; (viz.) 

« The Tendency of the Doctrines and poſſ ti- 
« ons contain'd in the ſaid Sermon and Book, 
cc js conceiv d to be, 

& (1.) Firſt, To ſubvert all Government and 

« Diſcipline in the Church of Chriſt, and 
« to reduce His Kingdom to a State of 
Anarchy and Confuſion, | 
« (2.) Secondly, To impugn and impeach the 
Regal Supremacy in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, 
« and the Authority of the Legiſlature, to 
cc inforce Obedience in Matters of e 
« gion, by Civil Sanctions. 

It ſhall take up none of my Time to examine 
the Juſtice of the Charge; that would be to enter 
into the Diſpute, and try the Merits of the Cauſe, 
which 1s none of the preſent Buſineſs. The © A 
ſtion now before me is, Whether if the ( 
be true, the Proceedings of the Convocatio 
within Rule? Whether they have excee 
| Bounds limited to them by the Law yea or no? 
And, whether they have ated with Decency in 
what they have done, and in a manner becom- 
ing the Reverend and Sacred Synod of the Church 
or no, as is rudely ſuggeſted ? 

The Modeſty of their Obſervations, as they 
go along to quote the Biſhop's words, is remark- | 
able, and much leſs poſitive in the Terms _ 

K _ 9 


« ſeems to deny 


(43) a 
thoſe Expreſſions of the Biſhop's, which they 
quote ; they are introduc'd with the utmoſt Soft- 
neſs and Civility with reſpe& to the Biſhop who 
they quote from, and all Humility and Duty 
with reſpect to the Houſe of Biſhops who they 
addreſs to: For Example, Fol. 4. © This Paſſage 
« Whether theſe Paſſages 
« exclude, Oc. your Lordſhips will judge. Fol. 5. 
« We wiſh that in his Lordſhip's- Account no 


jmages neceſlary to form a juſt Notion of the 


« Church had been left out. Fol. 7. Again, 
C How his Lordſhip can, conſiſtently with theſe 


* Opinions, make good his ſolemn Promiſe made 


« at his Conſecration ; and how he can exerciſe 
ec the High Office intruſted to him, &c. are Dif- 


< ficulties which himſelf only can refolve ; and 
| © we humbly hope your Grace and your Lord- 


«-ſhips will think it proper to call for the Expli- 


© cation. | 
Alfter all theſe Expreſſions in the midſt of their 


ſeveral Remarks, let us ſee next the Conclufion ; 


which is indeed Extraordinary, and to confider- 
ing Men will remove all poſſible Occaſion of 


Clamour, which ſome maliciouſly endeayour to 
| raiſe in this Caſe upon the Convocation ; and if 


compard with what has been ſaid in the fore- 


going Sheets will effectually ſhew, that the Con- 


vocation has in nothing Exceeded the Bounds 
either of Duty or of Office; and that the Noti- 
on of Canons and Conſtitutions, ſtarted againſt 


them, muſt fall to the Ground ; and the Differ- 


ences between the uſing an Authority which 
they are Limited from by Man's Laws, and uſing 
an Authority which they are oblig'd to by God's 
Laws, will appear. Their Words are theſe, (viz.) 
1 F 2 Having 


( 44) 


« Having thus laid before Your Grace and 
« Your Lordſhips the ſeveral Paſſages, upon 


« which this Qur. humble Repreſentation is 
« Grounded, together with Our Obſervations 


« on them; We mult profeſs Our Selves to be 
«© equally. ſarprized and concerned, that Doc- . 
ce trines of ſo evil a Fendency ſhould be advan- 


2 ced by a Biſhop. of this Ebabliſhed Church, 


and that too in a Manner fo very remarka- 
1 * blewr——Thas the Supremacy of the King 
“ ſhould be openly impeached, in a Sermon de- 


Wh karen in the | #551 Audience ; And that the 


= ſtitution of the Church ſhould be danger- 
y. undermined,: in a Book Baabe Writ- 


e ren againſt the Principles and 
8 Mn ad departed from it. 
it hath ken LEY this Right 1 


ractices of ſome 


0 


* gant Jeerees. ot, Church-Power, ſeems to have 
© been ig. Hr. tranſported beyond his Temper 
<« and his Argument, as not only to condemn. 
« the Ab B44 but even to deny the Uſe, and to 
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as 1 Biſhop, | in his extream Qppolſition to 


certain unwarrantable Pretenſions to extrava- 
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the moſt ſincere and diſi ntereſted Zeal, and. 
with no other View in the World, but to give. 
* Check to the 5 agation of theſe Erroncous 
Opinions; ſo deſtryRive of all Government 
. Diſcipli e in the Church, and ſo deroga- 
© tory to the. Raga Supremacy and Legiſlative 
Authority, as We preſume may have been 
* ſufficiently eyinced. Of which Our Honeſt 
© and Loyal Intentions We doubt not, but Your 
* Lordſhips in Your known Goodneſs will favou- 
© rably apprize His Majeſty, if it ſhall be thought 
needful or expedient, - in order to ſet this Mat- 
ter, together with our Proceedings chereupon, 
in a true and proper Light, 

« We are Dy, no means inſenſible, that there 5 
© are divers qther Offenſive Paſſages, in the Ser- 
mon and ook above-mentioned, which We 
for the preſent omit, as not falling ſo directly 
© under the two Heads propaſcd : Nor are We 
© ignorant, that ſeveral yaa Books have of 
late Time been Publiſhed by other Writers, 
* whale Confidence doth loudly. Call for the A- 

* nimadyerſions of the Synod;; 5 which alſo We 
* ſhall be ready to contribute Our Endeavours. 
But We apprehend This to be a Caſe very Sin- 

gular and e pg Juch as deſerved a 

* ſeparate Conſideration, That a Biſhop of this 
Church ſhould,in hs Writings, make void, and 
* ſet at naught thoſe very Powers,with which He 
* Himſelf is inveſted; and which, by Virtue of 
« his Office, He is bound to Exerciſe : In Par- 
F cular, as often as He confers Holy Orders, In- 
* ſtitutes to any Tet Kyo ag i or inflicts 
Fpiritual Cenſures. Nor were We lefs appre- 
1 henſive, that the Eminence of his Lordſhip's 

« Station \ 
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* Station and character, as it aggravates the 
„Scandal, would alſo help to ſpread the ill In- 
* Huience, both further and faſter, under that 
«colour of Argument, with which he endea- 
ce yours to cover theſe his pernicions Tenets. 
If Your Grace and Your Lordſhips, after 
” « hiving maturely weighed the Premiſes, ſhall 


find juſt Cauſe for the Complaints, which have 


5 « given. Riſe to this Repreſentation, We reſt al- 
red, that, in Your Godly Zeal and Great 

wm Wiſdom, You will not fail to enter upon ſome 
cc ſpeedy and effectual Method, to Vindicate the 
once of Gop and Religion, that hath 
been ſo deeply wounded ; To aſſert the Prero- 
<- gative given to Alt. Godly Princes in Holy 
= © Scriptures that 18. been ſo manifeſtly invad- 
e ed; andto te ſettle thoſe weak and waveringlf 

1 Minds, whit 15 have been inſnared or per- 
« plexed by any eh e unſound Doctrines Taught 
„and Publiſhed by this Right Reverend Biſhoy, 
Which your Lordfhip 's Pigns Counſels and En- 


c deavours will be vie d with the united 
- Faber of Us, 'Otir Brethren whom We re- 


nt, and o al Good Chriſtian People. 
muſt be hard: for the moſt prejudic'd Judg- 


mend to find any thing in this that looks like 


Diſteſpect to the King; or like Enacting Canons 
and Cofiſtitutions, &c. being 1 in the whole of it 
nothing more than! the Title of it bears, (viz) 
Humble et icon to the Upper Houſe, with Ob- 
what they found Erroneous and 

Dangerous in the Biſhop's Books; and this with 
all the Reſpect poſſible to the Character of the 
Biſhop, ſubmrring it all to the Judgment of the Up- 
per Houſe, —_ WY 
0 


— 


The End of all is likewiſe ſolemnly here pro- 
feſs d, (viz.) To give a Check to the Propagation of 
Erroneous Opinions. Here is nothing of an invaſion 
upon the Prerogative, entring upon things out of 
their Province, or in an illegal manner; nor can 
they be in the leaſt in Danger of incurring a Præ- 
muaire in what they have done of this kind: The 
Threats uſed on that Account may be ſpar'd, 
ſerving only to Expoſe the Vigilance of certain 
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People, who Watch not ſo much to have Right 


and Juſtice done, as to have the Foundations of 
this Eccleſiaſtick Eſtabliſhment Over-thrown. 
Such People ſhould be defir'd to Confider whether De- 
ſroying the Convocation be for the good of the Church of 
Ergland : If they are really concern'd for the Intereſt and 
Advantage of the Church, let them aſſign any one thing they 
think can be Advantageous to her, in Diſſolving or Over- 
throwing this Branch of her Conſtitution, and depriving 
her of the Advantage of the A ſſemblies of her own Cler- 
py to take care of her Intereſt, If the Convocation are 


| Wrong, let them be ſer Right; if they incur a Pa- 


minure, let them be proceeded againſt, and have a fair 
Tryal whether it be ſo or no; and if Guilty, they Decline 
not the Law, or to ſtand and fall by their proper Judges. 
Bur there is a great Difference between Puniſhing a So- 
ciety,and Diſlolving that Society: A Convocation may Err, 
but it does not follow thence there muſt be noConvoacation : 
The Repreſentatives of the Church may be miſtaken, bur 
it cannot be argued therefore that the Church muſt have 
no Repreſentative : Miniſters may Preach Falſe Doctrine, 
and may deſerve the Reprehenſion, and perhaps the Pu- 
niſhment of the Civil Authority, but it cannot be argu- 
ed from thence that there muſt- therefore be no Miniſters, 
or that Miniſters are no Advantage to Religion, And yet L 
would not be underſiood by this, to Grant fo readily, that 
the Convocation have been miſtaken in their Cenſure of 
the B----p's Sermon: Perhaps they are not: We ſhall ſee 
more when the B----p's Anſwer to, or Vindication againſt 


the Report of the Lower Houle — comes Out; which 


his Lordſhip has told us already, in his Anſwers to Dactor 
Snape, is preparing. | R 
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in the mean time, whether they (the ConvocatibnH) are 
Mittaken, or not Miſtaken, it is very hatd that their E 
nemies ſhould. be allow d to inſult, as they now do, and 
to Query whether ſuch an Aſſembly are any Advantage, tv 
the Church, yea or no. hey who Publiſh this Queition 
as dovbrfu), ant hard to be anſwered, (viz.) whether 
ſneh Aſſemblies as [theſe are any Advantage to Religion, 
moſt evidently diſcover their Indifference, if they go no 
farther in this point, whether the Chusch ould have a. 
ny more Synods or Convocations, or not; and their wil- 
Hngneſs to believe, that the want of them can be ub Dj. 
advantage to Religion: Tho' 1 believe they would be Hard 
but to it, to find where ar when any National Church 
ubfiſted long e f9em : From whence I think I may 
be allow'd to ſay, That thoſe People who deſite the Con- 
vacations and Synods, of this National Church ſhould. be 
diſſolved, would be equally ſatisfied, to fee the Church it 
ſelf Diſſolved and Over-thrown ; and may be ſaid to pro- 


In this I can by no means grant, that I am wanting in 
my Charity, becauſe 1 do not lee it practicable, That any 
Church can, as 1 believe no Church ever did, ſubfſiſt in a Na- 
tional Oceonomy, with the Power of Diſcipline, and the 
needful Conſtitutions for its Government, without Gene- 
ral Meetings of their Clergy, who are in their Repreſey- 


ting Capacity the Legiſlature of the Church, to Make, 


Explain, Renew, Repeal, Alter, and Amend, ſuch Laws | 
ind Conſtitutions as are neceſſary for that Government. 
They therefore who ſtrike at the Convocation, as fuch, 


\ irike at the Church it ſelf, and muſt be fuppoled to do 


ſo, ſeeing the Church may as well ſubbit wizhout a ilated 
Miniſtry, as without Order and Government ; and Na- 
ture has not yet Furniſhed us with Underſtanding to con- 
ceive of a way how Order and good Government can be 
in the Church, without the uſual Aſiemtlies oi her Own 
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